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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
186 REMSEN STREET

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11201

(212) 858-0800

BENJAMIN L. HOOKS
Executive Director

Statement by Benjamin L. Hooks ,
NAACP Executive Director, on
November 19, 1984 , following the
signing of a Fair Share Agreement
with Arkansas-Louisiana Gas Company , Inc .
The NAACP welcomes this opportunity to sign a Fair Share
Agreement with the Arkansas-Louisiana Gas Company (ARKLA).

We are

especially grateful to Mr . Sheffield Nelson, Chairman of the Board and
Chief Executive Officer of ARKLA, Mr . Mack McLarty , President and Chief
Operating Officer of ARKLA, and Waymon Dunn, the NAACP ' s representative
in the Southwest, for working so well to create this pact.
This is the fifth Agreement that the NAACP has signed with a
public utility company and the 23rd with a private corporation .

We

value each of these opportunities for the expressions of commitment
they represent by corporations t o work closely with the NAACP in solving
problems of social and economic inequality that minorities con t inue to
suffer in America .
The NAACP believes that Fair Share Agreements are important indicators of the private sector ' s expressed awareness that it bears a responsibility for working with organizations such as the NAACP to corr ect
serious and potentially dangerous social and economic problems .

These

agreements , therefore, have a multiplier affect that far exceed

their

actual dollar value .

They help to build greater reservoirs of under-

standing that the problems that are condemning an increasing number of
blacks to the underclass must be solved.
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For black Americans , the scourges of poverty and lack of
opportunities a r e increasing rather than diminishin g .

In this day where ,

" least governmen t " appears t o be t he norm , we are happy to say that the
private sector (corporations) have long recognized that they have a
social obligation to help the least advantaged in society to enjoy the
bountiful fruits of our nation .

In recent years , the NAACP has benefitted

from this spreading awareness by corporations which recognize the
importance of our work .
This is the spirit in which this Agreement was signed today with
ARKLA .

This pact represents a beginning of an expanded commitment which

we are assured will provide encouraging rewards for ARKLA, Inc . , minority
citizens and the State of Arkansas .
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